Note: If you are obtaining full informed consent via the telephone, you must submit a telephone script, similar to the following, containing the required elements of informed consent.

Note (delete this statement in the final copy): Insert applicable information in the areas noted in red.  Delete the language that does not apply.  Do not delete any of the major headings as these are required by regulation and local policy.

Telephone Survey Consent

Here is some sample text to get you started.

Hello, my name is___________.  I am a [Faculty member, Student, Staff member] from [Insert name of institution] conducting a research survey about [Give a general overview of the study].  Your participation is completely voluntary and you do not have to participate in this survey unless you want to.  Would you be willing to answer some questions about [Specify the topic of the survey]?  The research survey will take [Specify the approximate amount of time it will take to complete the survey].

Would you be willing to participate?

If NO, thank them for their time and politely end the call.

If YES, continue.

Thank you for agreeing to participate, I appreciate you taking the time to help with this survey.  I hope that you will do your best to answer all the questions, as it is helpful to have the most complete survey possible.  However, if you find some of the questions difficult or sensitive in nature and do not wish to answer a question, just tell me and we will skip it, and go on to the next one.
There is a possibility that some of these questions may make you uncomfortable or distressed; if so, please let me know.  You don’t have to answer those questions if you don’t want to.  You also need to understand that all information that I receive from you by phone, including your name and any other identifying information will be strictly confidential and will be kept under lock and key. We anticipate that the responses to the survey will help [Describe the potential benefit of the survey/study].
If you have any questions about this study, please contact [Name of researcher(s) and contact information]. 
If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, please contact [Insert IRB/HRPP contact information].

Do I have your permission to begin asking you questions?

If NO, stop and tank them for their time.
If YES, begin the survey.

